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Summary 

I would like to include podcasting as part of my lessons. I find it is a very useful tool and students get motivated when they are able to listen to other students or other adults besides me. I have been reading several papers  (see literature review and references) about podcasts in the foreign language class. It has motivated me to further take the work that I have already started using imovie and to create video podcasts that parents and students can download at home. In this technology program I also learned about audacity and how easy it is to use it, which makes it another great tool for the purpose of podcasts. I have introduced my students to it and they have created some vocabulary lists in Spanish that include the words in Spanish and the translation in English. I have also incorporated audio to power point presentations, where students describe the picture using sentences in Spanish. There is something about ownership of the final product that motivates students to speak in the target language and try their best. I would like to take the video and audio work one step further and create a podcast web site where I will keep adding year after year. This project will be the beginning to what I hope will become an excellent collection of materials for students and parents.

Study for model

I have read several papers about podcasts in the foreign language (see literature review and references), but did not find any research specifically conducted in the elementary level.  All the reading about the use of podcasts as a language learning tool inspired me to keep looking for more information and I came across a couple of websites that I will use as models for my project:

http://web.me.com/lesliedavison/Site_1/Podcasts/Podcasts.html
In this website Dillon Valley Elementary School students present podcasts with stories, dialogues and songs they use in class. It is a good guide for me because it gives me an idea of what I would like to do in the future.

http://www.notesinspanish.com/category/beginners-podcast/
This website is not specifically for young children but it helps me understand the different components of podcasts. They have an MP3 audio file that can be downloaded; there is also a written description of the content and the possibility to download worksheets that will help learn the content.

Literature Review

Thorne & Payne (2005) stated that podcasting has already entered the realm of language learning and is believed to accelerate language acquisition through new applications and creative podcasting broadcasts. Teachers can use podcast episodes to teach listening skills, speaking strategies, and pronunciation, as well as raise learner’s awareness about cultural differences (Fox, 2008). Hegelheimer, V., & O'Bryan, A. (2008) caution that “podcast users and developers should focus on what this technology may add to an existing program of study and reflect on how it may transform language learning” (p. 346). This statement clearly indicates that technology alone does not make language acquisition happen; instead, it facilitates the language learning process. Lord G. (2008) determined that participants of the podcast study revealed a significant increase in attitude (towards a more positive attitude). When they rated the foreign language pronunciation improvement after taking part in weekly podcast projects for a semester, students showed some degree of improved pronunciation, but it was hard to determine if it was because of the podcasts or other activities in which they were engaged. Participants in general confirmed that overall it was a beneficial and practical project that served its purpose even though not all participants enjoyed every aspect of the podcast.

The Problem

In first grade students listen to the story of  “Goldilocks and the Three Bears” “Los Tres Osos”.  As part of the unit I use a video that tells the story in Spanish, and even though it is a good one, it uses some vocabulary that might be one step beyond first grade level. In this project, students in third grade will work on a podcast that will use only the basic vocabulary. This podcast will be used in first grade (instead of the video) when I teach the students the story of “Los Tres Osos”.  I think students in first grade will have a very positive reaction when they see that students at the school produced it to help them learn. I believe third graders would be very motivated to produce something that would help younger students learn.  The students that are not into acting or speaking can have other jobs such as drawing pictures for the background or being in charge of the digital camera or video camera.

The Audience

Third graders will be in charge of producing a podcast that will be used for instruction in first grade. Students in third grade are familiar with the vocabulary in the story. They have a little bit of experience using audacity to record their voices and imovie to record short dialogues. 

The objectives

Students in third grade will produce an audio podcast and a video podcast that will be used in first grade level when students are learning the story of “Goldilocks and the Three Bears” “Los Tres Osos”. The podcast will be uploaded to my web page with the purpose of starting a collection for the future.

The materials

As far as technology I will need a video camera and a computer that has imovie and audacity.

I will need a story line in Spanish for “Los Tres Osos” and props such as bear masks, Goldilocks’ mask, drawing of a house, a forest, bowls and spoons, chairs, beds.

Data Collection

I will have a survey with basic questions for the students in third grade that worked on the podcasts. It will help me find out if students enjoyed producing the podcasts and if they feel they learned from it.

To see the survey go to: http://spreadsheets.google.com/gform?key=0Ajgh_eb2VUGJdGI5c1BGZEJBbW9UelJvWFRHVkloN1E&hl=en&gridId=0#edit
Evaluation

I created an assessment that includes vocabulary and structures in Spanish used throughout the story of “Los Tres Osos”. 

To see the quiz go to: http://www.quia.com/quiz/2500629.html
Timeline

Class periods are 45 minutes long, once a week.

Week 1: 

· Show students examples of podcasts done with elementary school students (http://web.me.com/lesliedavison/Site_1/Podcasts/Podcasts.html)

· Explain to them that they will be producing one that will be used to teach students in first grade the story of  “Los Tres Osos”.

· Read the story of  “Los Tres Osos” so they can refresh their memory of the vocabulary in Spanish. 

Week 2:

· Have the script ready. I will create an audio podcast with the script and have a written document that the students can follow while listening to my voice

· Have the students take turn reading parts of the script and find possible roles for students in the class.

· Divide them into groups of five, making sure each group has at least two students with strong pronunciation skills that could help the ones that feel unsure. 

Week 3:

· Students will create an audio podcast with the vocabulary and expressions used in the story. Some students will say it in Spanish and some will give the translation in English, so each students has a part.

· Video taping of the presentations will take place.

Week 4:

· Editing of the videos and posting to a web site.

· Survey

· Quiz

Dissemination

· I will write an article in the school newsletter that goes out to parents every month. I will explain the project to the parents and invite them to watch the podcasts at home.

· I will describe the project and put a link to the parents/Spanish website.

· I will describe the project and put a link to the Quia site that students use to practice Spanish. I will motivate the children to show it to members of the family.
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